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Long Live tlue Kin
By MARY ROBERTS RINEHART

Oryrlakl, IkrT. br Us tiigwtt CMBfway Ad xustia Imnil 0rirlkl, ttlt. Vy Maty basse Bbsvoor

two rraaun. Ilrat. tho rhanorllor vat

you hold htm I fall to understand. I
am hero to find out what you nave
dona with him."

"Dooe with hirer echoed Karl. "If
as Captain Larlx b you refer to a mad-
man who tbe night before last"

"I dis aire. Madman la the word."
"He la a prlaourr," Karl said, la a

tew too, atera enough now. "II as-
saulted and rubbed on of my men,
II stole certain document. Tbat ho
has not suffered fur It already waa be-
cause well, because I believed that
Ibe unfortunate distrust betweea your
country and mine, excellency, waa
about to end."

A threat that undoubtedly. Let the
arraagement between Karnla and Li-

vonia be made, with lledwlg la seal
tbo bargain, aad Nlkky waa safe
enough. But let Livonia demand too
much, or not agree at all. aad Mkky
waa lost Thus did Nlkky Lertech play
his small part In tb giro of aatlona.

"oppose," aald Karl unci sously,
"tbat we discus first another more Im-

portant matter. I ruofeaa to a certain
Impatience." lie bowed allghtly.

The chancellor hesitated. Then b
glanced thoughtfully at tb paper la
bla hand.

Through a long lunrheoa. the two
alone aod even the servants

through a longer artcroono,
negotiations went on. Mettlich fought
bard on some points, only to meet de--
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pressed. Put Karl only looked at blm.
"1 know that," ho aald Coldly. "Ton
ar always just a llttl Ut with your
Information, Kaiser."

Something Ilk malice showed In tho
agent'a face. Then you also know,
sire, that It la Ibis Capiala La risen
with whom rumor rouplee the name of
th Prince lledwlg." He tepped hack
a pace or two at eight of Karl'a face.
Ton requested och Information, aire,"

Por answer, Ksrl tainted to the door.
for soot time after be had die-miss-

tbe agrat Karl paced bis
library alone, K a leer brought no un-

verified Information. Therefor tbo
thing was true. Therefore be had had
bis enemy la hia haod. aad now waa
pledged to let bin go. Tor a tlaMk
then, Karl paM the penalty of naaay
misdeed. His triumph was ashen In
bla mouth.

What If Ibis boy, lafatuated wtU
lledwtf. bad bidden aomew here on tho
mad oiga Loerbek'a letter t What
then. If he recovered It and took ft to
lledwlg I What If

But at last he sent for tb prisoner
upetalra, and waited for him with both
Jealousy aad fear la hi eye.

five minute later Nlkky forlorn
wa ushered Into tbo red etudy, aad
having bowed, aa Insolent young how
at that stood and eyed the king.

"I bsve aeot fr you to release yea,"
aid Karl

Nlkky drew a long breath. 1 am
grateful, aire."

"You bav been Interceded for by
tie rbaacetlor of IJvouia. General

Mettlieh. who has Jut ga."
Nlkky bowed.
Ksrl fixed blm with cold eye. "Bat

before you take leave of ut," be atd
Ironically, "t should Ilk th true tory
of tbe aigbt before last. Homebow,
somewhere, a letter Intended for me
was exchanged fnr a blank paper. I
waal tbat letter."

"I know a more tbaa you. sire.
It Is not reasonable tbst I would bate
taken tb ruk I took for an eaveloto
containing nothing"

"I or tbat matter." id hi m)ety.

gynopsi. Th crown prince of Livonia, Ferdinand William Otto,
yewr old, takrn to Ih opera by his tout, tires of tb Undue and

atipo away to th park. where he make tbe acquaintance of Bobby
Thorpe, Utile American boy. It. turning to (ho Ur at night be
(toil everything In an uproar a a mull of the rrh which baa Ims o
made (or blm. Tho saw night the chancellor coll lo consult tho
boy's grandfather, the old Vint. who Is very III. Tho chancellor aug-ft- s

that lo preserve the kingdom, tb friendship of th neighboring
kingdom of Karnla le secured by giving tho Princess lledwlg la mar-

riage to King Karl of that country. fount cm Loscbik. tsdy lu waiting
to Princess Aonunclnta. Itcdwtg's mother, la la love with King Karl
end plots to preveut lit marriage to lledwlg. Ilcdig. who lovea
Ntkky LarlM'b. Otto's aid tie ramp. I Ulmayed when told of the plans
for aer marriage. IVuntess Lom-br- snd a secret hiunkc to King
Karl. Tb messenger l ettarked. by sgents of tin terroriMs aul
dummy letter substituted. Captain Larisch. unaware of the suhstlto-tl-u- a.

boUt up Karl's chautiur and secures tho envelope. Tbe mptnlo
Im.xf uDatf Karl chsu.Tcttr and exchangee the sheet within tho
eovtlope for some cigarette papir On delivering Ihe envelope to
Karl. Lsrlsch la mad primmer when tbe deception la discovered. mm ri

fin mod. Indifferent m.th r though she
a. she made capital of a fear fur

Hedulg's hupplncss.
At lot she uiits-l- rj In Irrllatlbg

tain of his awn regtmrat, tbe grotta
dirr. Then ona of his own men had
done thl tnfamona thing, ooe of bl
own officer. Indeed,

"(to through tbo pocket." b or-
dered sternly.

fame Into view under tbe flash a
pair of glove, a box of ma tehee, a allk
bandkehblef, a card raao, Tb agrat
ald notblug. but aaed a card to tb

chancellor, wbo read It without com-tue- nt

Thero waa alienee la tha ear.
At last the chancellor stirred. This

men-- be took your car oaf
"Ye. And be baa Dot returned- - So

other matbin hs paaaed."
The erm-- t service men exchanged

glance. There was more to this than
pxared. Konicwber ahead, then.

was Nikky Larlacb. with a motor that
did Dot belong to blm, and wearing
clothing which bla victim described as
a ibauffeur's coat of leather, breetbee
and putteea, aad a fur grvalcual ovr
all.

"Had the anow commenced when
tbla happened!"

-- Not then. air. 8brtty after."
; oat with the driver," tbe

chi!i-ell.- r ordered one of bl tarn.
"u:.d wateh tbe road for the tracks of
another car. Co slowly."

& it was that after an boor or ,

tt.ry Hiked UP Nlkky'a trail, Dow

txetlt) r hour old but still clear, i

aud followi-- It. The chancellor waa
fix ike enough by this time, and betd
lig forward. When at lat tb trail
turnei! from tbe highway toward tb
kliootlng box at Vedt ling, klettlkh fell
back with something Utweto a rara
and a groan.

The foxll" be muttered. The
young foul! It wa ma.loewa."

At lt they drew up at an Ina In

the village on the royal preacrve, and
tie rlisncelior, looking rather gray.

:i?h!eL, He (llrectrd that the snaa
they bad rescued be brought In. Tb
il.abcellur w not fr buing bim Jot
Tit. lie tX'k a room for him at tb
inn. anJ ratnrr cavalierly locked him
la it.

The chancellor alpped hot milk aad
c'nM.l.-red- . Nlkky Lartarb a prluer
In Karl'a band caused him Icae
anxU-t- tbaa It would bavo month
before. Hut what was belaud II all I

At a Utllo before Ova tb man cut-aid- e

tbe prtoucr dour beard aoroo-thln-

laaid tb tvota. lie gtaoced la.
All waa quirt Tbe prlmoer alert
heatHy, genuine alrep. There wa no
mutnklng It the alerp of a snaa warm I

after long cold and ribaiulloo. weary
after violent effort Ih ageot wrnl
out again, and lurked tbe door behind
blm.

And a tb door closed, a trap door
from the kltcbra below opened softly
under tbe sleeping man'a bed. With
great caution cam tbe landlord, head
first, then shoulder. Tb space waa
cramped. He crawled up, like a snake
out of a bole, and ducked behind tbe
curtain of tbe bed. All was still quiet
save tbat the man outside truck a
match and lighted a pipe.

Half an hour later, the chancellor
prisoner, still stiff and weak, was mak-
ing bis wsy toward tb bunting lodge.

Kaiser saw him first, and found the
story unenllgbtenlng. Nor could Karl
roused by a terrified valet make much
more of It When the man bad gone,
Karl lay bark among his pillows and
eyed bis agent.

-- So Mettllcb la bereT be sold. "A
hasty Journey. They must be eager,

They must be In trouble." Kaiser
observed dryly. And on that uncom
plimentary comment King Karl alept
his face drawn Into a weary smile.

But be received the chancellor of
Livonia cordially the next morning, go-

ing himself to the lodge doorstep to
meet bis visitor, and tbere shaking
band with htm,

"I am greatly honored, excellency,"
he said, with bla twisted sirile.

"And I. aire."
But the chancellor watched blm

from under his shaggy, brows. Tbe
meaaencer bad escaped. By now Karl
knew tbe story, knew of bis midnight
ride over the mountains, and tbe baste
It Indicated.

Karl himself led the way to his
study. Ignoring tbe chamberlain,' and
stood aside to let Met 111 ch enter.
Then be followed and closed tbe door.

"It la a long time elnce you bare
honored Karnla with a visit" Karl ob
served. "Will you alt dowuT"

Karl himself did not alt ne stood
negligently beside the mantel, an arm
stretched along It

"Not since the battl of tbo Ar,
aire," replied the chancellor dryly. Ue
bad headed a a army of Invasion then.

Karl mulled. "I hope that now your
errand la more peaceful."

For answer the chancellor opened a
portfolio he carried, and fumbled
among Its papers. But, having round
the right one, b held It without open-

ing It "Before we coma to that, aire,
yon have here, I believe, detained for
soma. arrange reason, a Captain Lar-tsc-h,

aide-de-cam- he paused for af-

fect "to his royal highness, the crown
prlnco of Livonia."

Karl glanced up quickly. "Perhaps,
If you wlil describe this gentle-
man "

Nonsense," oald tha chancellor test
ily. Ton have him. Wo have tracea

bora. Although hy what author! tl

afraid of uiotora, llo bad koraoaaa'a
batird and foar of marhlnra. Hnad.
bo wta ant of wlod to roao King
Karl from ntght'a atrots ooa to bring
tho band of tho I'rlnowo Ilodtg. Ilia
Intontloa ai to put up at ooao fnn
In vlllago aot far from tho odg and
to roorh Karl by tMNtm tarty la
tho morning, brforo tbo bunttra loft
for tbo day.

Then, all hotng prrparod doty tad la
order. Mrttllch bimarlf would rrtro.
and thing would go forward with
dignity and dlapatcb.

Tho vallry of tho Ar drrponod. Tbo
clttT roao ahoo tbrm, wall brokra
hero and there by tbo offtako of tfrw ravine. ftlU-- with fnreat trera.
Tbrro waa a pauao wbllo tbo chain
in tho riar whirl wero aupplomootrd
l y other la front, for tbrro muat bo
no diiPf-- r of akld. And anoibrr
.me. wbero tho road atanted per.l-- c

uly toward tho brink of tho rbama.
uud rautlon dictated t'nt tbo chancel-
lor alight, and nak a hundred feet or

of dangeron curo afot.
It required diplomacy to get bin out.

Tut It wa Anally d.ue. and bla beaty
t.t'ure, drnped In It military cape,
unit on alund. i.ut'.ined by tbo lanipa

f tho car tiiliitid Mm.
llo waa will around tho rorro. and

tlio cIl.T waa lr.k-- ty a we!go if
i iiii.ler. when a rurlouIy ahaped oln

j.--- t i roj.ct.d It If ou r tho ntco of
the bank, and rolling down, lay almot
nt b. fivt. The lamp brought It Into
hnrp relief a man. gifged and tle.1.

and rigar ha(ed, q ea auto-ni'.l'l- le

rohe.
The cbuiicellor turneil. and called to

M men. Then he Iwut oer tho bun-
dle. Tbo i thir ran up. and cut the

Uhat with cold and long In-

action, and hia dn p over tb
bank, tho man could ant One
of tho oecret oervico men bad a flank,
and held It to hi It pa. An amattng
vituntlon. IndeeiJ. Increaaed by the dis-

covery tbat uudrr tho robe ho wore
only bl undergarment, with a !

dlcr'a tunic wrapped around hi nhoul-der-

. They carried him Into tho car
where bo lay wlib bead lolling back,
and hi witlen ton cue protruding.
Half dead he wa. with cold and long

' anxiety. The brandy cleared bl mind
j long hefor bo ewuld apeak, and b

aw by tho uUform tbat b waa la
tho band of the enemy, llo turned
ulklly olletit tbm. convinced that be

lind racopi'd one death but to uert an
other. hour now be badl
faced eternity, and be waa rvady.

Ho preferred. bnwrTer. to die fully
clothed, and when, la to bl
polntlnt P tn tn oJ ' w ,B

mniillitnM ma nt I h. m n HP mi-

P"" examined tho bit of woodland
wltn hi pocket nan. no rour.a a pair
"f trouaera where Mkky had left them.

'olded and hung over the branch
of a tree. The brandy being auppl
mented by hot coffee from a patent bot-

tle, tbe man revived further, made an
effort, and sat up. Ilia tongue was
still swollen, but they made out what
he snld. He had been there elnce tbe
night before. He was of Karnla, and
a king' messenger.

"I was coming back from the bar-
rier," ho said thickly, "where I had
carried dlspatcbce to the officer In
charge. On my return a man hailed
me from the side of the road, near
where you found me. I thought that
he desired to be token on, and tpped
my cor. Hut he attacked me. He wa
armed and I wa not He knocked ma
senseless, and when I awakened I was

They Carried Him Into the Car.

above tha road, among trees. I gave
myself up when tbe snow commenced.
Few pass this way: But I heard your
car coming and made a desperate ef-

fort-
Then," asked ona of tha agents,

"these are not your clothear
They are hia, air."
The agent produced a flash light and

Inspected tha garments. Before tho
chancellor's eyea, button by button.
atrao on tho aleoeo. atar on tho cuff.
came into view tho BBlfora of a can--

CHAPTER VII Continued.

Tb archduchess was terrified. She
hod kaon tbat there wn disaffection
oaout She knew that In tho lat few
won precaution nt the pal.ico bad

W locrvaacd. SiT.trle were douMil.
Mi U tbo uniform of lackey, but
4atBg do IflW. were every h- - rv. Hut
wllfc tlm and aafety b bad felt o--

TX oourne." tbi king remme.l.
tfcinga aro not a bad a ttmt paHr
adj eaten. It I tho voice of tho few,
rather than tbo many. Still. It I a

Annun'iatft looked more thnn tier
'

w. She t'noi-f-d around tho room
!

i

'
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mum
-- I Will Co Mytelf."

'aa though, already, the beard the mob
at tbo doors.

"T return to tho matter of Hod-(- '
marrlaco," oald the king. "I"

"Marriage I When our very live are
kreateaed I"

T veould bo greatly honored," Mid
ith ktnr. 'If I might bo permitted to
idatan what I waa saying."

Hfre bad the grace to flush.
"Cnder the circumstances," the

king resumed, "Hedwlg'a marriage
takes on great significance great po
Ctlcal etgnlQcance."

Tor a half-hou- r then, be talked to
fter. More than for years, be

himself, lie had tried. Ills
Oatntstero bad tried. Taxes had been
ttgtiteaed; the representation of the
yeoplo Increased, until, as he said, he

ma only nominally a ruler, iiut ot

remained. Some who had gone
to America and returned with savings
aatocga to set themselves up In busl-- ',

bad brought back with them the
American Idea.

Aannnclata listened to the end. She
igHt bo pity for those who would be-
tter tncmselves by discontent and 1U
product, revolt. She felt only resent-aawB- t,

that ber pence was being threat-man-

her position assailed. And In
"hot- - rcaentment she Included the king
kbxwelf. lie abould have done better.

Aad aometblng of this ahe did not
ita to aay. "Karnla Is quiet

abe finished, a final thrust.
"Karnla la better off. A lowland,

9t It, and fertile." Hut a spot
showed In bla old cheeks. "I

Matted you spoke of Karnla.' What- -

plan wa make, Karnla must be

tl.e Lli.e- -r more d.lTliuit tMr.g now
i t!.n lo carllt r time, but not o haH

matter at that. Ho IMi-ihh- I qulrtly
until oho ba t CnMied. and then aeut
lir away. When ho bad gt part
wny M tbo d.H.r. howetrr. be called
h r back. And alnre a king I a king,
evt'o If he I one' faibrr and very old.

tse came.
Jut one word miire," ho oaM. In

h!a thin. old. high l.red vvlco. -- Mu. h
of your ut.hbi I'lix'M wa of your own
n nklng. You. and you only, know bow
much. Hut nothing thnt you bavo anld
ran elm tire the aiiuntton. 1 nm niervly
compelled to make tho declnioO foiao,
nnd ooon. I bavo Dot muh time."

So, after all. wa tbo matter of tho
PucheM ll.'dlc' niarrtase arranged.

,n rotnpoklte outgrowth of ripedunry
and obiUnacy, of defiance and anger.
And m M It battened.

Irrltntlou gavo the king otrength.
That afternoon were outuiuntied In
haste the member of bl council fat
old Frleno. young Mum-hal-l with tho
rat face, auntt r liayrrl with tb
wbito akin and burning eyeaa4 ota-- '
en. And to them all tho king dl
cloned tl royal will. There wa aotne
demur. Hut. after all. tbo king will

u dominant I'rleoe could hut voice
III proiesi aou ri'iurc iuiu grriiK
llence.
The chancellor aat rllent during tho

conclave, alleot. but Intent. On raeb ;.... . ino lurnea ut eye, ana waneu i

until at lant Karl proposal, with Ita j

promise, wo luld before them In full, j

Then, nnd only then, the chancellor '

r.e. His ajH-oc- b wa hort. Ho told
them of what they all knew, their own
ln.ecurlty. He spoke but a word of
the crown prince, but that softly. And
be drew for them a picture of the
future that set their heart to glowing

a throne secure, a greater klugdom.
freedom from tho cost of war, a bar
ber by the sea.

The battle, which was no battle at
all, was won. He had won. The coun-

try bad won. Tho crown prlnco bad
won. Only ITodwIg bad lost. And
only Mettlich knew just bow she bad
lost

The necessity for work brought the
king the strength to do It Mettllcb
remained with blm. lloie were
brought from vaults, unlocked and ex
n nil nod. Secretaries came and went.
At elttht o'clock a frugnl dinner was
spread in the study, and they ate It
almost literally over state document.

On and on, until mldulght or there-
abouts. Then they stopped. The thing
was arranged. Nothing s left now
but to carry the word to Karl.

Two things were necessary : naste,
The king, having determined It, would
lose no time. And dignity. The grand
daughter of the king must bo offered
with ceremony. No ordinary king'
messenger, then, but some dignitary of
the court

To this emergency Mettlich rose like"

the doughty old warrior end statermnn
that-h- e was. "If you are willing, aire,
he said, as be rose, "I will go myself."

"Whenr
"Since It must be dono, toe aooner

the better. Tonight, aire."
"To the capital V
"Not so far. Karl Is hunting. He la

at Wedcllng."
lie went almost Immediately, and

the king summoned bis valets, and was
got to bed. But long after the auto-
mobile containing Mettllcb and two se-
cret agents was on the road toward
the mountains, be tossed on his nar-
row bed. To what straits bad they
come Indeed! He closed bis eyes
wearily. Something had gone out of
bis life. He did not realise at first
what It was. When be did, be smiled
hi old grim smile In the darkness.

He had lost a foe. More than any-
thing, perhaps, he had dearly loved a
foe.

CHAPTER VIII.
I..

, On, the Mountain Road.
.The low gray car which carried the

chancellor was on Its way through tha
mountain it moved daUharntaly, tor

"there was nothing reascaoM about
ny thing yea did '"
And new Karl played kis trump card,

played It wfh watchful eea on Nik- -

ky'a face. He wowld if report
rk the truth. If this bioe-eye-d boy

was in love with g II was n
'ealoos rasa, IMs Ksrl i f lb rl!
eye, jealous sad (euinwate. Vt a a
king. then. wtti-Mn- a btjn.Me 4 Urr
of IJ tools, but s suaa lo man. bo
gated at Nlkky.

Tor fear that loyalty keey--s you
silent. I msy say to yen tnst the eld
trouMee between Karnla and Livonia
ar over." 4

"I do net undrrstaod, sire"
Ksrl hesitated. Thrn. with bla

twtsled SBille. be cast th rigid
etiquette of ?h matter t Ibe wtr.it.
"It la very simple." b ol L Thero
w! r no a trowM between thew
two netfhtmdag countries, beewoa U

marrlafjw hs today teea arrseged a
marrttg between the IT.arr IIMatg,
his majesty grwajdJacftitrr. and my

t.
Tto a moment Nlkky Lart.b rtoaed

bla eye.

The a oat ternary of the death of
Prlnco Hubert dawned aal
sunny. Tb place showed a this roe-rrtn- g

of snow, wbli'b clung, wet and
tlcfcy. to tb tree; but by aloe

o'clock most of It bad diMprwored. and
Prince rerdiasad William otto wa
Informed that lb excursion would
take place.

Two motors inck the rarty, by talk
'reels, lo Ibe Isn llng stsr. In tbo

Bret were Annunciate, lledwlg. anS
Ibe countess, and at tbe latt moment
Otto had salvaged Mia llraithwalt
fmm th second ear, aod beg-fe- a
place for her with htm. A police agent
aat beald the chauffeur. Also aooTher
car just ahead, contained oilier
rents, by Mettllcb' order before bis

departure a plain black motor, with-
out tb royal arms.

lo tb second mscbln followed a
part of the suite. Hedwtgs lady la
waiting, two rentlemen of the court
la parade dress, and rather Gregory,
come from bis monastery at Pixel to
visit bis old Mend, the king.

At tbe landing stsge a smatl crowd
bad gathered oa seeing th red carpet
laid and th gilt rope put up. which
Indicated a royal visit. A small girl,
with a hastily secured bouquet la ber
bot hands, etood nervouly waiting. In
deference to the anniversary, th flow-

er were tied with a blark ribbon.
Annunriata grumbled wbre abe saw

the crowd, and tbe occupants of tha
first car looked them over carefully. It
remained for lledwlg to spy tbe black
ribbon, to th confusion, she slipped
over to the tittle girl, who went quit
white with etrltrment. They aro
lovely." Hedwtg whispered, "but pleas
take off the black ribbon." The child
eyed her anxiously. "It will coma to
piece, highness." .

Take the ribbon from your hair. It
will bo beautiful."

Which waa donet But as waa not
unnatural, tbe child forgot ber speech,
and merely thrust the bouquet, tied
with n large pink bow. Into tbe bands
of Prlnco Ferdinand William Otto.

"Here," she said. It was, perhaps,
the briefest, and therefore the most
agreeable presentation speech tbo
crown prince had ever beard.

Old Adalbert, crippled veteran
and long an attendant at tho
opera, loot bla position, nn
event which start a train of
elrevnvataneea which bavo
atrange hearing upon tho futuro
of tho kingdom of Livonia.

tTO BB CONT1NUU))

Philadelphia municipal court heard)
la last fiscal yuaiv

I WaM Tbat tetter."

fet Karl stood firm. Tb great fort
rtse on the border B9tft hereafter
rootala oot bmmbImI garriano. for
the eenport strip be had almost dou-
bled bla price. The railroad must be
ci.mpMi-- within two year.

The PrtoorM lledwlg'' Ksrl aald
suiMewly. "Mi has been told, of
courwer"

"Not officially. 5b kaooa, how-
ever. "

"How doe ah regard It T"

The chancellor beattated. "Like
moat youog women. b would prefer
making ber ova raotco. But that."
he added hastily, "la but a whim. Kb
1 a lot able and amiable girt When
tbe lime cooes, ah will be willing
enough."

Karl stared out through ooe of tb
heavily rurtaloed window a. II waa
not so sure. And tb Urn bad goo
by when be would have enjoyed tbe
laming of a girt Now be wanted
peace was be not paying a price for
It and children to Inherit hi

kingdom. And per nape wbo
knowsf a llttl love. Before blm mm

a vision of lledwlg. ber frank eyea, ber
color tbat roe and fell, ber eoft, round
body.

"You have no reason to bcllete that
she has looked lewberr

"Nno. aire," aald tb chancellor
stoutly.

By late afternoon all was arranged,
papers aigned and witnessed, and tbe
two signature affixed, th one small
and cramped a Miller's band; the
other bold aod flowing the acrawl of
a king. And lledwlg. save for tbe cere
mony, was tbe bride of Karl of Kar-

nla.
It was then tbat tbe chancellor roao

and tretcbed bis leg. "And now,
sire," be aald, "since we are friend
and do longer enemies, you will. I
know, release that mad boy of mine."

"When do you Mart heckf
"Within aa hour."
"Before that time," aald Karl, "you

shall have blm. chancellor."
And with that Mettlich was forced

to be content tie trusted Karl no
more now than be ever had. But he
made his adieus with no hint of trou-

ble In his face.
Karl stood for a moment In the open

air. It was dooe, then, and well dona.
It was hard to realise. Ue turned to
tha west, where for an long behind the
mountains had lurked an enemy. A
new era waa opening; peace, disarma-
ment a onlet and prosperous land. He
had spent bis years of war and women.
That was over.

When be returned to tho study tha
agent Kaiser waa already there. Bot
Karl, big with plans for tbe future,
would have been alone, and eyed the
agent with disfavor.

"Welir ha demanded.
We have been able to search tho

chancellor's rooms, aire," tha agent
aald. "for tha article mentioned last
night a card case, glove. atM a allk
handkerchief, bekmgloe to tbo pris-
oner upetalra, Ha la Captain Larisen.
aide-de-cam-p to tha crown prtaca
Livonia .

had axpocted Earl to ba in- -

. "WbjT Karnla doea not consider

Ha raised hia hand. "Ton are

wat ust now, Karnla Is doing aa
. m hoor of aaklnv afl alliance with
aaa. A matrimonial alliance."

arend aches yrtLto , baxdly sar--
m, as one may believe. . But aba
awt minded to yield too easily.

i old rtaeotmenr against bar fatbar


